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as President of the next Congress, and the idea was to hold a friendly
Conference in Bombay for the purpose of clearing the ground, and
doing away, if possible, with the conflict of principles and interests
which had so long kept the two communities apart. At the banquet
given in London to the President-elect, Mr. Amir All and Pheroze-
shah formally mooted the proposal, which had the support of the
Aga Khan as well. The outlook appeared to be hopeful, and Phe-
rozeshah was confident that the Conference would bring about a
closer feeling of comradeship. He himself did not expect to be
present at it, though Sir William offered to postpone his departure
from Bombay after the Congress was over, if Pherozeshah could
return to the City a little sooner, and take the Conference under his
sheltering wing.
Altogether, Pherozeshah had a very pleasant and profitable holi-
day, and did much to bring home to English statesmen the realities
of the Indian situation. His personality lent prestige to the cause he
was advocating, and greatly strengthened it. Active propaganda
work he was, perhaps, incapable of, alike by temperament and
habits. But, in the sphere in which he worked, none wielded higher
authority, none commanded greater respect. He was not as widely
known to the English public as was Gokhale, for instance; but on
those whom he met, he left the impress of an intellect of unusual
vigour, and a personality of magnetic influence. As the London
correspondent of The Times of India wrote:
Sir Pherozeshah, having come here for rest, has done little
public speaking; but in many ways he has wielded an important
influence. He has had interviews with both the late and the
present Secretaries of State for India, and also had a long conver-
sation with Lord Hardinge before his departure to assume the
Viceroyalty. Sir Pherozeshah's forceful personality, and his mani-
fest sincerity of purpose, combined with his intimate knowledge
of Indian conditions have much impressed the public men with
whom he has come into contact, and in many cases have tended
to raise their estimate of the Indian leader.